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In the Claims : 

Please cancel Claims 1-12. 

13. (Original) A method of storing, in a latch circuit, information concerning a condition of a 
fuse; said latch circuit comprising a pair of inverter circuits, a first transistor, and a second 
transistor; said pair of inverter circuits being connected in anti-parallel with a common input 
terminal and a common output terminal; said first transistor having a first terminal coupled to 
said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits, a further terminal coupled to a further 
terminal of said fuse, and a gate terminal coupled to a strobe line; and said second transistor 
having a first terminal coupled to a supply voltage, a further terminal coupled to said further 
terminal of said fuse and to said further terminal of said first transistor, and a gate terminal 
coupled to aprc-charge line; said method comprising: 

supplying a first signal on said strobe line that activates said first transistor thereby setting 
said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a first voltage state when said fuse is in a 
first condition and keeping a voltage state of said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits 
unchanged when said fuse is in a second condition; and 

supplying a second signal on said pre-charge line while said first signal is being supplied 
on said strobe line, said second signal activating said second transistor thereby keeping said input 
terminal of said pair of inverter circuits in said first voltage state when said fuse is in said first 
condition and setting said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a second voltage state 
when said fuse is in said second condition. 
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J 4. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said fuse is in said first condition when said 
fuse is intact, and said fuse is in said second condition when said fuse is blown. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said first signal is initiated by a change from 
a lower voltage to a higher voltage, and said first transistor is an n-channel transistor, 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said second signal is initiated by a change 
from a higher voltage to a lower voltage, and said second transistor is a p-channel transistor. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said first voltage state comprises a lower 
voltage and said second voltage state comprises a higher voltage. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising terminating said first signal and 
said second signal concurrently- 

19. (Original) A method of correcting an error in infoimation stored in a latch circuit 
concerning a condition of a fuse; said latch circuit comprising a pair of inverter circuits, a first 
transistor, and a second transistor; said pair of inverter circuits being connected in anti-parallel 
with a common input terminal and a common output terminal; said first transistor having a first 
terminal coupled to said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits, a further terminal coupled 
to a further terminal of said fuse, and a gate terminal coupled to a strobe line; and said second 
transistor having a first terminal coupled to a supply voltage, a further terminal coupled to said 
further terminal of said fuse and to said further terminal of said first transistor, and a gate 
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terminal coupled to a pre-charge line; said method comprising 
supplying a first signal on said strobe line that activates 
said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a first 
first condition and keeping a voltage state of said input terminal 
unchanged when said fuse is in a second condition; and 
supplying a second signal on said pre-charge line 
on said strobe line, said second signal activating said 
terminal of said pair of inverter circuits in said first voltage 
condition and setting said input terminal of said pair of inserter 
when said fuse is in said second condition. 



said first transistor thereby setting 
voltage state when said fuse is in a 
of said pair of inverter circuits 



while 



second 



20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein said 
fuse is intact, and said fuse is in said second condition 



when 



.fit st 



21 . (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein said 
a lower voltage to a higher voltage, and said first transistorlis 



22. (Original) The method of cjaim 1 9 wherein said i 
from a higher voltage to a lower voltage, and said second 



23. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein said fiijst voltage state comprises a lower 
voltage and said second voltage state comprises a higher vdltage. 
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said first signal is being supplied 
transistor thereby keeping said input 
state when said fuse is in said first 
circuits at a second voltage state 



fujse is in said first condition when said 
said fuse is blown. 



signal is initiated by a change from 
an n-channel transistor. 



se:ond : 



signal is initiated by a change 
transistor is a p-channel transistor. 
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24. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising terminating said first signal and 
said second signal concurrently. 

Please cancel Claims 25-32. 

33. (Previously Presented) A latch circuit for reading, holding and outputting information 
concerning a condition of a fuse, said fuse having a first terminal coupled to a ground potential, 
said circuit comprising: 

a pair of inverter circuits connected in an anti-parallel arrangement and with a common 
input terminal and a common output terminal; 

a first transistor having a first terminal coupled to said input terminal of said pair of 
inverter circuits, a further terminal coupled to a further terminal of said fuse, and a gate terminal 
coupled to a first signal line; and 

a second transistor having a first terminal coupled to a supply voltage, a further terminal 
coupled to said further terminal of said fuse and to said further terminal of said first transistor, 
and a gate terminal coupled to a second signal line; 

said first transistor, when activated by a first signal delivered by said first signal line, 
setting said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a first voltage when said fuse is in a 
first condition and keeping a voltage state of said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits 
unchanged when said fuse is in a second condition; 

said second transistor, when activated by a second signal delivered by said second signal 
line while said first signal is being delivered by said first signal line, keeping said input terminal 
of said pair of inverter circuits at said first voltage when said fuse is in said first condition and 
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setting said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a second voltage when said fuse is in 
said second condition. 

34. (Original) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said fuse is in said first condition when 
said fuse is intact, and said fuse is in said second condition when said fuse is blown. 

35. (Original) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said first state comprises a lower voltage 
and said second state comprises a higher voltage. 

36. (Original) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said first signal line comprises a strobe 
signal line. 

37. (Original) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said second signal line comprises a pre- 
charge signal line. 

38. (New) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said first transistor is an n-channel 
transistor. 

39. (New) The latch circuit of claim 33 wherein said second transistor is a p-channel 
transistor. 
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40. (New) A latch circuit for reading, holding and outputting information concerning a 
condition of a fuse, said fuse having a first terminal coupled to a ground potential, said circuit 
comprising: 

a pair of inverter circuits connected in an anti-parallel arrangement and with a common 
input terminal and a common output terminal; 

a first transistor having a first terminal coupled to said input terminal of said pair of 
inverter circuits, a further terminal coupled to a further terminal of said fuse, and a gate terminal 
coupled to a first signal line; and 

a second transistor having a first terminal coupled to a supply voltage, a further terminal 
coupled to said further terminal of said fuse and to said further terminal of said fust transistor, 
and a gate terminal coupled to a second signal line. 

4 1 . (New) The latch circuit of claim 40, 

wherein said first transistor, when activated by a first signal delivered by said first signal 
line, setting said input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a first voltage when said fuse is 
in a first condition and keeping a voltage state of said input terminal of said pair of inverter 
circuits unchanged when said fuse is in a second condition, 

wherein said second transistor, when activated by a second signal delivered by said 
second signal line while said first signal is being delivered by said first signal line, keeping said 
input terminal of said pair of inverter circui ts at said first voltage when said fuse is in said first 
condition and setting sai d input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits at a second vol tage when 
said fuse is in said second condition, 
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wherein said fu$e is in said first condition when said fuse is intact, and $aid fuse is in said 
second condition when said fuse is blown, and 

wherein said first state comprises a lower voltage and said second state comprises a 
higher voltage. 

42. (New) The latch circuit of claim 40 wherein said first signal line comprises a strobe 
signal line, and wherein said second signal line comprises a pre-charge signal line. 

43. (New) The latch circuit of claim 40 wherein said first transistor is an n-channel 
transistor, and wherein said second transistor is a p-channel transistor. 
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44. (New) A fuse latch circuit comprising: 

a fuse having a first fuse terminal and a second fuse terminal, 

said first fuse terminal being electrically coupled to a first node, and 
said second fuse terminal being electrically coupled to a ground line; 
a p-channel transistor having a gate terminal, a first terminal, and a second terminal, 
said gate terminal of said p-channel transistor being electrically coupled to a 
pie-charge line, 

said first terminal of said p-chaunel transistor being electrically coupled to a 
supply voltage line, and 

said second terminal of said p-channel transistor being electrically coupled to said 

first node; 

a pair of inverter circuits connected in an anti-parallel arrangement and having a common 
input terminal and a common output terminal; 

an n-channel transistor having a gate terminal, a first terminal, and a second terminal, 
said gate terminal of said n-channel transistor being electrically coupled to a 
readout strobe line, 

said first terminal of said n-channel transistor being electrically coupled to said 
common input terminal of said pair of inverter circuits, and 

said second terminal of said n-channel transistor being electrically coupled to said 

first node. 



02 P 15176 US/INTECH 3. 



Page 9 of 14 



Amendment 



PAGE 10/15* RCVD AT 6/22/2005 4:49:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/3 1 DNIS:8729305 * CSID:9727329218 * DURATION (mnK$):0344 



